Invasive fungal infections in patients with chronic mucocutaneous candidiasis.
Patients with chronic mucocutaneous candidiasis have persistent Candida infection of nails, skin, and mucous membranes, but rarely, if ever, does an invasive fungal infection develop. We describe two patients with chronic mucocutaneous candidiasis who died of fungal infection; one had C albicans meningitis and the second had Cryptococcus neoformans meningitis. The cases of four other patients with chronic mucocutaneous candidiasis and invasive fungal infection, three with crytococcosis and one with histoplasmosis, have been reported previously. Immunological profiles on these six patients revealed no differences from those of other patients with chronic mucocutaneous candidiasis without invasive fungal infection. Three of the four patients who received amphotericin B were cured of their infection; three patients died, including one patient with overwhelming cryptococcosis who had received intensive antifungal therapy and transfer factor.